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i SORTLIELs Sh pee 
"The socks are hung, the bells were 
rung:" 
Cried Santa desperately. 


The reindeer winked at a fallen star- 
"But what do you have for me?" 


Then Santa reached into his beard, 
And found a tiny flea, 

And he put it into the reindeer’s ear 
And the reindeer said,"For me? Oh gee" 


Wy: 
SANTA ANI) THE REINDEER 


“This is the hour," said Santa 


claus, And into the blue away they flew 
"The bells ring merrily,” Away they flew with the flea, 
_ Then on his back he slung his pack, And the moral of this yuletide tale 
‘ And onto his sleigh climbed he. You know as well as me...... 


"On Dancer® On, Prancer: On, Donner 
and Blitzen" 
On Comet and Cupid cried he, 
And all the reindeer leaped but one, 
And that one stood silently. 

| 
He had pulled the sleigh for 1000 years 
And never a word spoke he. 
Now he stood in the snow, and he 
whispered low-- 
"Oh, what do you have for me?" 


"I have games and toys for girls and 
boys," | 

Said Santa cheerily. 
The reindeer stood as if made.of wood- 
"But what do you have for me?" 


the Bellingham 


This article, I feel shoulb 
be divided into 4 parts. 
Namely,Part One- recoll- 
ections of some exper- 
iences from about 55 yrs. 
ago up to the forming of 

a call department. 

Part Two- the outstanding work of 

a group of dedicated call men, up 

to the forming of a permanent dept. 
Part Three- the first seven years 
of the permanent dept., augmented 
by call men. 

Part Four- to be concluded by some- 
one from the current permanent dept 


Part One 


Before 1929, Bellingham depended 

on neighboring towns for help. For 
building fires, the south end of 
town was assisted by Woonsocket F.L 
the center of town was assisted by 
either Milford or Franklin F.d. and 
the north section was assisted by 
Medway F.0D. 


| 
| 
There are those of us, who will re-} 
member Warden L. Francis Thayer i 
rushing to the Center School to 
get boys to aid in the fire fight- 
ing. There was no thought of dan- 
ger, of torn clothes, singed eye- 
brows or if parents would object, 
and sue the town: That would be 
unthinkable,to even suggest such a 
respite from "Readin, Ritin, and 
_Rithmetic." today, with our society } 
set up to sue , using anything as _ 
an excuse... Neighborhood kids at | 
the time were: Marjorie Belcher 
(Green), Marjorie Kennelly(Manning) 
Everett Kennelly(deceased), and i 
Vin Thayer. I would surmise we all } 
might have been involved, Kid-fash- 
ion, of one day getting into the 
‘fire-building(never locked, as in 
those days) and playing with the 
soda. We note that in 1910, the 
Town voted $100 for forest fight- 
ing equipment and extinguishers of 
~ the soda-acid type were purchased. 


(as chronicled by Retired Fire Chie 


Fire Department 


Vincent Thayer) 


It's a good thing, we xids, 
never mixed the soda with 

the acid. The writer recalls | @ | 
being hurried home and put 

into the bathtub as his cloth Saag” 
and body were saturated with soda. 
(Let's hear if either of the 

Marjories recalls this incident. ) 


On October 18,1912 the Woonsocket 

F.D. responded to fires in the 

South Bellingham school house and a 
private home.The Town appropriated | 
$75.00 to their “relief fund" for | 
appreciation of their services. 


A hearse-house was erected in the 
Center Cemetery in 1875, and a 
“winter hearse" was purchased in 

1871 to be kept therein. In 1912,the 
Selectmen recommended moving the 
hearse-house and to remodel the 

hearse for forest fighting purposes. 
In 1913, this was accomplished, and 

a “Fire Department Building" was est- 
ablished at the north of the Town Hall. 
A forest-fire wagon , fully equipped, 
was purchased from Carroll E. White 
for $85.00 to be housed in the new 
building. (May have been the old 

hearse rebuilt.)....This was a soda- 
acid wagon with a low rear step with 
extinguishers, pails, milk cans, 
shovels and brooms. The town owned no 
horses and if a fire call came in, 

one had to hope one of Thayer's horses 
across the street was available. The 
fire alarm was the bell in the Baptist 
Church and hopefully the janitor(Amos 
Adams )was around to unlock the build- 
ing and ring the bell summoning help. 


Going back to the forest-fire wagon, 
Ralph White tells a ‘moving’ story of 
how his father transported the build- 
ing. When the horses got out onto 
Mechanic Street with their load on a 
wagon, they were not able to negoti- 
ate the hill until the old faithful 
trolley came along..Attaching a chain 
to the car they were able to tow the 
house up onto level ground. This was 
their first fire-station, at last. 


Z 


OF 1927 to consider plans. In 1926, 


In 1920, the Town bought additional 
milk cans to carry water. 


In 1922, the Woonsocket F.I. responded 
to a conflagration at Silver Lake that 
aestroyed the theater and other buildc- 
ings. This was a shock that urged the 

. Town to get their own equipment, and a 
“committee of 9 was appointed in March 


they recommenced: that a Municipal 
building be erected in the South end. 
In March 1929, a new committee of 3 i 
was established to carry out these 
plans. The old(now called tool-house) .: 
(former Fire-liept. Bldg) was repaired 
and moved beside the Center school 

and used by the highway department. 


I don’t know for what period of time, 
my grandfather, L. Francis Thayer, was 5 
Forest-Fire Warden with J’eputy Wardens | 
Spread throughout the town. Some of the 
deputies were:Edgar Scott,Warren Whit- | 
ing, the Rattie Bros.,Ernest Camp, &d 
Goggin ) Harry Chase, Eldred Wentzel, 
and others. 


At this point, I would guess the popu- : 
lation was between two and three thou- : 
sand. Everybody burned their own 
trash, papers, etc. in their xitchen 
stoves. There were no incinerator 
barrels in backyards, and no oil burn- 
ers. If people wanted to burn brush, 
grass, etc. with a permit,weather per- 
mitting, they could do it year round. 
When I was in my early teens, I recall 
going with the Forest Warden, nailing 
cloth permit signs throughout town on 
roadside trees and telephone poles. No 


doubt, the best part of this was being 


allowed to drive the pick-up truck, 
even though under-age. 


During early W.P.A. days, and before 
town water, many water holes were dug 
as a handy supply of water for fire 
protection. I can’t recall a single 
instance when they were uSed(probably 
wrong), but I know they made darn good 
Swimming holes. 


DEATHS 


Leo Gosselin, Nov. 19 


Part Two 


henna Of OZ tne own mote mh to 
buy lana anda build a ‘Jommunity 
Builcing" with an appropriation of 
20,000. This was opened to the pub- 
Lixsloriesecwy 22,1930 arid) wastdesig— 
nated, Station #1. Community activi- 
ties were upstairs, while a 2-bay | 
fire station with a small assembly 
roonpeckiteneneandrtolletmeiaci ity 
Waigyiory, thera inst=1 oor. anerfirst 
fire chief was George Grant, Raiph 
Nutting was fire captain, and fire 
lieutenant was Al Bonin. In 193l a 
Foru Model A became their first fire 
truck. This is at present the proper- 
ty of the south Bellingham Firemen's 
Relief Assoviation and was a donation 
from Ret. Fire Chief Wasyl Kornicki. 
Thisstruckpidentitiwedias "Loubley 0" 
Still attracts attention when parti- 
cipating in paraces. 


Fire Chief George Grant served only 
about 6 months, as he died of pneu- 
monia, contracted while responding 

to a chimney fire in North Bellingham 
in the open-cab truck during sub- 
BOCOMWE GES Letom eme vs ie The fainst. pay.for 
fire chief was +.80 an hour, while 
tool snenemagdess.502an.nour. 


In 1939, a pump on a truck was turned 
Over_to the.f.!*. Irom the.WPA pro- 
ject(previously used as a tester for 
water mains). It was a 1940 Liamond- 
T. Station #2 was organized in’ the 
senter of town in 1941. Uarleton Gas- 
kill was the first captain and Vin 
Thayer was the first lieutenant. The 
Tiamond 7, their first truck was 
housed in a private garage on Gaskill 
property. 


inn lots, 1u.Was.voted, to.transfer 
Highway lept. trucx#4 to the Fire 
Hept. for use as a brush fire truck, 
capable of traveling in the rough 
bacx-country, with a 500 gallon water 
tank ana heavy bumpers. It was chris- 
tened "Nelliebelle". Much valuable 
service was received by the town from 
this overloaded unit. It’s biggest 
service was on a “mutual aia" call to 
the vape for a 1000 acre brush fire 
that burned for a week ana dozens of 


' towns sent men and ecuipment. 


The Town bought rubber coats and hip 


boots in 1948 and in 1949 Scot Air- 
Paks. were added along with new caps 
ana badges. Firemen's helmets were 
acauirec :in 1950. Also a new forest 
fire truck replaced the ola 1930 
model in Station #l. A year later, 
resusitators were added to the equip- 
ment. 


In 195258 Was¥Vil Kornickiy an jou 
standing and dedicated Fire Chief 
retired and his son,Peter, who was 
a charter member of the B.F.D. took 
over the helm. 


Especially during the next few years 
many housing developments quickly 
sorang up and overtaxed all town 
services. This necessitated the 
growth of all departments. Major 
Cevelopments at this time were: 

scott, Hill Acres," Scott Hill? Gardens, 
Green Acres, Happy Hill and Weth- 
ersfield.-Up to this time, most of 
the call men were familiar with ( 
street locations and occupants. Now, ; 
new streets were formed, houses were ! 
not numbered and locating the fire ; 
call became much more difficult. The = 
fire department added call-men, 
trucks and equipment to help over- 
come this Situation, 


AOR OR mt OA Ee Rn ee REET Sennen RON: 
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Uhief Peter Xornicki passed away in 
1969.Teputy Chief Vin Thayer was 
appointed to the post of Chief. 


Through the civic efforts of the 
Lions club, the first rescue vehicle 
was purchased in 1954. The men 
bought protective clothing with re- 
ceipts from dances, musters and 
raffles. The Bellingham Granges" 
Home and Community"service, headed 
by Anna’ Patrick, ran. card parties’ to 
aefray the cost of knee boots and 
rubber coats... The Town haa never 
been asked to purchase dress uni- 
forms that the men proudly wear in 


parades, Memorial Sunday and at 
Firemen's Balls. Each station has a 
social or relief club that has rais- 
ed these monies(lonkey-ball games, 


chicken Bbq's, dances, family out- 
ings, Balls, musters, etc.) Areas 
benefiting from these activities 

have been Scholarships, Littie League, 
Explorer Scouts, Operation Santa 
Claus and others. 


In 1954, a new forest fire truck was 
purchased for station #2, in the Cen- 
ter. We aided Woonsocket during the 
terrible flood of 1955. In 1956 with 
the cooperation of the Civil Defense 
organization radios were purchased. 


In 1957, a civic project was begun 
that grew to unbelievable size. Oper- 
ation Santa Claus...Money needed to 
operate this project has been raised 
yearly by the members of the Center 
Firefighters Club at their yearly 
chicken barbecue. 


Station #3 was organized in the North 
section of town in 1960. Bernard 

Joanis was the lst lieutenant. At this 
same time, a Ford 750 GPM Pumper was 
bought for station #1 in South Bell. 


In 1961 the Town became the possessor 
of a new ana modern ambulance, as the 
result of a ::2600 fund drive by a 
group of civic-minded citizens and 

an appropriation of $5000 by the town. 
It was a Siebert 1945 Ambulance. 


In 1962, a new station was built in 
No. Bell. to house 2 fire trucks. 
Growing pains were felt again in 1965. 
More room was needed for both the 

Fire and Police Depts. After many 
meetings, the small Town common was 
selected as a site for a combined 
Station. Fart of the building funds 
came from Federal Assistance. In an 
attempt to save money, original plans 
were cut back. Hence, cramped quar- 
ters for both organizations. 


In 1966, another 750 Pumper (GPM) on 
a Fora chassis was purchased to re-, 
place the old 1941 Diamond T 500. A 
new ambulance-rescue vehicle was 
bought in 1967 to replace the 12-yr. 
old rescue., In 1960, a fire=a@arn 


division was established with Nor- 
man Trudeau as the lst superinten- 
dent and town-wide coverage was 
begun. Each year since, the system 
has been extended. 


Since the beginning of the Fire 
Department, the "alarm of fire" was 
a siren atop the stations in that 
part of town, where it was necessary 
to call men. The need for a better.” 
primary system was evident and each 
year the Town bought tone-alerting 
sets for the men. All men were a- 
lerted by a Bellingham-tone in their 
homes or cars. The location and type 
of fire was audibly broadcast. This 
system started in 1969. 


DB... to be contd.) 
in next issue of CC 


A FIREMAN'S PRAYER 


When I am called to duty,God 
Wherever flames may rage; 

Give me strength to save some life, 
Whatever be its age. 

Help me embrace a little child 
Before it is too late; 

Or save an older person from 
The horror of that fate. 
Enable me to be alert 

And hear the weakest shout, 
And quickly and efficiently 

To put the fire out. 

I want to fill my calling and 
To give the best in me 

To guard my every neighbor and 
Protect his property. 


FES Hae cic 
The little fish eats the tiny 
Tesh. 
The big fish eats the little 
fish- 
So only the biggest fish get 
Tet. s 


Lo you know any folks like that? 


And if according to your will 

I have to lose my life, 

Please bless with your protecti rm 
My children and my wife. Rend, | D233 


Donations 
In John's memory: 


Merrill & Bertha Scott 
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DALLAS, NOV. 22 (AP ©, o, ¢ ton and 

PRESIDENT OF THT Ars ciFTH  (e Islan 
HIDDEN eng - = C. 


Officia 


John F. Kennedy 
(1917-1963). Before be- 
coming President, JFK 
represented Massachusetts [i 
in the House (1947-1953) py * 
and the Senate (1953- Fs 
1961). His book Profiles 
in Courage (1957), ghost- 
written by historian Jules | 
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Bellingham Ransom Demand- Le eas 
S J 


Selectmen Must Be Clipped 


BELLINGHAM — A ransom 
note has been received by the 
Bellingham Historical | 
Commission in connection with 
the ‘‘theft’’ of a ‘stone marker, 
from in front of the home of Mrs. 
Daniel Breen, Hartford avenue. 

The note ‘‘from a centennial 

oup” demands a hair from the 

ead of each of the three 
selectmen in Bellingham. 
_Edward Sawyer, historical 
unit chairman, says _ board 
members have agreed to the 
ransom request and he expects 
- the “‘stone’’ back this weekend. 
Dog Officer Lee Fleuette 
offered an alternative solution if 
any of the selectmen had balked. 
' He Lit “eh clip ees the 
next stra é picked up. 
it igtenorted that one of the 
selectmen is in need of a haircut, 
and that a bag of hair might be 
‘garnered to exteed the ransom 


mand. Se 

The marker was taken about a 

week ago from ‘site near St. 

_Brendan’s Church. It had been 

emoved for a oho lla ga 

{ in the town m d 
laced just over a week ago. 

he earth was still soft and the 

stone marker was. easily 

removed, Sawyer said. 

The historical stone has a 

_ ‘Bellingham to Boston’ legend. 

carved into its face and }s at 

» least 0 yearad@id., eB 


Sawyer said the stone won't be 
replaced right away. 

t will be kept ‘‘under guard” 
until spring when it can be 
cemented in place. He declined 
to name the ‘‘out - of - town 
centennial group'’ who 
perpertrated the ‘crime’. 


eet? i) 


" “It was done in fun and we 
accept the prank in this jovial 
‘yein, but some people might take 
a dim view of the shananigans 
and we wouldn't want any of our 
friends to become involved in a 
dispute’, Sawyer explained. 


er. The explanation may he 
As history tells, Benjamin ~ within the Histori aN 
isa Bellingham After | Franklin. erected the cement mission. In a ayy ove 
Thief Who Stole — - marker exactly 30 miles from men last night, that group said 
} Histo: ¢ Ma k me we Boston across the Bellingham the town had put/it back in the 
oe OFric . rker ‘North Cammunity Station. wrong plice.One of the 


 BELLINGHAM—The latest‘: When town had to remove it | members was overheard to 

‘imystery in this town is who © he Py brn AA une ated “say, “We'll end up with it 

has the ‘Bellingham to -\, ap anyway.” 

f n “wes put back last Tuesday, pee 

Boston landmarks. but now it’s yone The question is who has the 
Sf . missing marker? 
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the 'rown OT Mt!'WAY was incorporated 
in the year 1713. On this, their 
275th Anniversary, we would like to 
extend our best wishes to the town 
and its residents. 


-CONGRATULATIONS - 


It was an enjoyable occasion to watch 
their Anniversary parade. Many peo- 
ple from Bellingham and surrounding 
communities were out in force to 

help in the celebration. 


This was a parade in the tradition 
of parades. Included were local fire- 
fighting and police equipment, march- 
ing bands, floats, civil groups, 
politicians, and of course--street 
vendors. People from many surround- 
ing communities came to share in the 
revelry. AS always, the SHRINER'S 
Organization had a most impressive 
line-up in, the parade. 


The weather cooperated--with sun- 


Shine and a clear blue sky.It was | 
estimated that upwards of 419,000 | 
{ 
i 
/ 
: 
{ 
H 


spectators crowded the sidewalks. 
Everyone was in the mood to celebrate. 


THE REDMIN 


You don't have to have Indian blood, 
running through your veins, to be- 
long to the REDMEN Order. All you 
need is a strong sense of patriot- 
ism, brotherhood, and a willingness 
to help those in need..The redmen 
are a patriotic fraternity, which, 
while serving a social function 

for it’s members, also benefits 
charity. 


The Order of Redmen originated in 
Revolutionary America. When the 
colonies were fighting for indepen- 
dence from England, several mem- 
bers of the then called"Sons of 
Liberty", donned Indian costume to 
thwart a tax that Britain had placed 
on several colonial imports. The 
men, dressed as Indians, boarded a 
ship in Boston Harbor and threw 
many crates of tea overboard. 


Since the late 1700's, the zedmen 
have continued to exist. In 1813, 
thesSons.,of Liberty, officially 
changed their name to the Socinty 
of Redmen. It was in 1847 that the 
local societies joined together to 
create a national organization: the 
Grand Council of the United States 
was born. 


The Redmen are also proud of the 
fact that they are the only fratern- 
al organization with a charter from 
the United States Government. It 
was Presicent Theodore Roosevelt 
who signed the document, -to make it 
official in 1905. It is a basic pee 
lief of Redmen, that the "American 
Way" is the best way. Democracy, the 
U.S. flag, tradition, brotherhood 
and charity are the foundation on 
which the Order stands. 


The American Flag is the ultimate 
symbol for the Redmen. It is hailed 
with great respect and reverence... 
Meetings are usually opened and 
closed with a salute to the Ameri- 
can flag. 


The redmen help to fund many char- 
ities. One of their main concerns 

is the plight of the American In- 
dians. They provide financial aid 

to help American Indians across the 
nation. The zxedmen are involved with 
many other programs and projects, 
aimed toward the betterment of 
America. 


So, as the Redmen prolificate the 
traditions and language of the In- 
dians, they also are working to- 
ward a strengthened country we can 
all take pride in. 


REDMEN aside 


As a small child, I remember my par- 
ents taking us to many parades. At 
Orie in particular, I do not recall 
where, I saw the Redmen march. I did 


not know they were called the Red- 
men,-or that they were a civil/cul- 
tural organization. To my young mind 
they were INDIANS. The marchers were 
dressed in traditional Indian cos- 
tume(mocassins, headdress, weapons 
at their sides, etc) As they ap- 
proached my area of the parade 
route, they disbanded and ran in all 
directions into the onlookers. I 
watched terrified, as they grabbed 

a screaming, kicxing young girl, who 
had been standing near me. I did not 
realize that they were ordinary men 
in costume and make-up; so it was 
very frightening. 


In many parades after that one which 
made a lasting impression on me, I 
would see Redmen coming down the 
street, and as they approached, I 
would get a queasy feeling in my 
stomach and quiver behind my com- 
panions. People would laugh when I 
would whisper "Be careful, they 
steal children." 


In the Medway Anniversary Parade, 
September 24,1988- the Redmen 
marched again. That same uneasiness 
came over me as they drew near. But, 
as an adult, I realized they were 
only revellers. 


When they got close, a small boy 
ran over to one and 'shot! him with 
“silly string”. The Indian reached 
behind him,as if reaching for a wea- 
pon, but instead, he produced a can 
of "silly string" also,and proceeded 
to “shoot” his tormentor. It was 
just as thrilling an episode as the 
one I witnessed as a child. 


Thank you redmen, for beimg an en- 
tertaining, as well as a charitable 
organization. May you keep the spi- 
rit of the Indian tradition alive, 
and interweave it with America's 
democratic heritage---to help us 
"palefaces" make a stronger nation"" 
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In our research, we have been able 
to locate several local Redmen-- 
one in Bellingham, and one in Men- 
don. We have heard of a GREAT 
SACHEM in East Brookfield. Also a 
POCOHANTAS (a women’s. auxiliary). 
If you Know of any REDMEN, let us 


INVENTION iverstein 


i VeRconewi., wrnve: cone (it... 

Guess what I've done*t  - 

Invented a light that plugs. 
into the sun. 

The sun is bright enough 

The bulb is strong enough, 

But, oh, there's only one thing 
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Filomena Litomaso 

Bambina A. Weiss 

Albert & Ellen Spencer 
Arthur & Lea Collings 
Isadora & Frank Andrews 
Ularence & Marguerite Snell 
Anna & Leon Gadoury 

Rita & Ernest Sawyer 
Arthur White 

Proctor Cooke 


Phebe Lundvall 


Town Hall 


"PIGGY 
BANKS" 


An ancient 
type of clay 
was called 

TN UDYLeu LS 
clay was used for making pots and 
jars. In ancient times, these recep- 
tacles were used to store a fam- 
ily‘s financial resources. These 
ceramic containers became known 

as "pygg banks". Misunderstanding 
the term, with the passing of time 
anc its falling out of common vo- 
cabulary usage, led artists to a 
mistake in interpretation. Artists 
who made pottery thought that cus- 
tomers wanted pig-shaped ceramic 
money-holders. Hence, the "piggy 
bank" was born, and it soon became 
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"A penny saved, is a penny earned." 


Benjamin Franklin--in 
"Poor Richard's Almana 


Herr y 
Christiunas 


